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Topic: Fall Foliage
Audience Analysis:
Everyone has seen it but do they know why it happens?
General Purpose:  To inform
Specific Purpose:  To give the audience a basic understanding of fall foliage and its process.
Thesis: The reason leaves change color is for one reason only; less daylight.
INTRODUCTION

I. Do you know why trees lose their leaves in the fall? Or better, why tree leaves change a gorgeous yellow, orange, or red? I was wondering this myself.
BODY

I.  What causes tree leaves to change color and for fall foliage to occur?

A. Is it the lack of water or lower temperatures?

B. Lower temperatures can affect the intensity of the leave color but it’s actually less daylight that causes leaves to change their color.

C. Most leaves contain chlorophyll which is the green pigment visible in the leaves.

II. Chlorophyll starts the process of photosynthesis.

A. It helps convert sunlight, carbon dioxide, and water into sugars that travel to the branches into the roots that feed the tree. 
B. Chlorophyll breaks down and is replenished all summer long.
C. As daylight hours shorten, the chlorophyll stops producing and fades.

III.  When the Chlorophyll fades, yellow and orange colors begin to become visible.
A. These colors were in the leaf all summer long but the Chlorophyll masks the yellow color.
B. In fact, tree leaves have just as much yellow pigment in July when they are green as they do in October when they are yellow.
IV. The most intense of fall color occurs in in areas such as New England.
A. However, the most varied fall color, as well as the longest lasting, occurs in areas such as the southern Appalachians, where a dozen or more kinds of trees may change color at slightly different times over the longer fall season.
B. The best recipe for vibrant fall colors are bright sunny days and cool, but not freezing nights.

CONCLUSION

I. Some examples of trees in Utah that change colors are Bigtooth Maple (orange-red), Gambel Oak (yellow), Dogwood (red), and Quaking Aspen (yellow). 
II. You can see this stunning display of nature’s beauty between September and October when the trees reveal their ‘true colors’.
__________________________________________

Presentation Aid: Foliage pictures.
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